Recovery of Listeria monocytogenes on selective agar media in a collaborative study using reference samples.
Sixteen laboratories compared counts of Listeria monocytogenes in reference samples using Blood agar, Palcam(y) agar and Oxford agar. Significant differences were found between laboratories. The mean counts on Blood agar were significantly higher than on Palcam(y) or Oxford agar. The mean counts on Palcamy agar were somewhat higher than on Oxford agar (only after 48 h incubation), but no significant difference was found. Addition of egg yolk to Palcam agar seems to be beneficial for the recovery of sublethally injured cells. Recovery of L. monocytogenes was higher after 48 h incubation for all media tested.